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By Claude Witze

James Forrestal, the Oracle

SENIOR EDITOR, AIR FORCE MAGAZINE

an. a'EEempE !0 prove that Efie mlhfary-mﬂushy Team 15 o

self-secking cabal, a modern merchants-of-death combine,

"~ and I believed the Army was also. .

WASHINCTON, D. C.

On the seventh day of February 1947, James Forrestal
noted in his diary that he had lunched with Arthur Krock
of the New York Times and Congressman Clarence Brown
of Ohio. There was some discussion about the Universal
Military Training program, The Congressman said a UMT

bill could not pass Congress. He did recognize the chang- )
ing nature of the national defense problem and expressed -

the opinion that there should be closer liaison, in this kind
of an cra, between the armed secrvices and industry and a
more adequate program for the development of techmcmns
Then wrote Mr. Forrestal:

“I said that the Navy was moving along all of these lmes
. I said that somc-
time we would have to look to him for a defcnse of these
activities . , . that at sometime in the not-too-distant future
I foresaw the recurrence of attacks such as the Nye investi-
gation, to prove that the Army and Navy and American busi-

ness were combining on a neofascist program of American .
- imperialism, thought domination, ete.

On that day in 1947 Mr. Forrestal was Scmetary of the

~ Navy and destined, in a few months, to be the first Secre-

tary of Defense. It was during his days in the Pentagon—
he served, in all, from 1940 to 1949—that the . United
States, facing a prolonged military menace in an era of

LUHLIIIUE [12 4 LSRR HIRLSIARI I 1NN L 1) 7 ]
The most elaborate effort *o date appeared in The

* Nation for October 28, a sixcy-four-pagé special issue

entitled: “Juggernaut: The Welfare State.” The author,
Fred J..Cook, has made previous reports of- this magnitude
for The Nation on the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and the Central Intelligence. Agency.. He also has written

a book about Alger Hiss, who was a member of the Nye

It is the American way to depend heavily on what
we call “industry.” Our total national effectiveness is
deeply rooted in the utilization of the initiative, com- -
petence, and resources of private industry. As World

" War II so vividly illustrated, the total national
strength which we can mobilize in time of emergency
rests primarily upon the productive capability of an
industrial complex with.motivations of its own. The
essential ingredient of that motivation is profit.

We happen to believe—and have demonstrated—
that such a system of s0- sty is superior in the long
run to the monolithic structure which sometimes.
seems so effective and efficient under conspiratorial
control—terribly efficient in the hands of an adversary
bolding to a fixed and narrow objective of tvrannv,

uneasy pedace, tidrned-to the multdly-Indaisity 1CalInl COICCHU
for the maintenance of its arsenal. Mr. Forrestal played a
ku role in this decision and still is honored as the father

f the National Sccurity Industrial Association, a defense
contractor organization which he recommended as a source
of “disinterested advice on research, manufacturing, and
procurement.”

It is an odd juxtaposition of history that when the Sccre-
tary predicted a Nye-type attack on the system and told
Mr. Brown it would nced defending, he already was an
old acquaintance of Gen. Dwight D, Eisenhower, the
Army Chief of Staff who later was to become President.
In the years ahead, from his platform at the White House,

Mr. Eisenhower provided major stimulation to all cfforts -
to discredit the military-industry tecam approach to national -

security, The record on this ran from 1953, when he first
voiced apprchension about the size of the military budget,

to his swan song last Ianumy, when he talked about the-
“unwar-

nnhlmvmdustly complex and warned of its

ranted influence.”

It was early in 1959 that Mr. Eisenhower wnned of our

trend, as he saw it, toward a “garrison state.” A short
time later he said somcthmg besides the strict military
needs of this country” was influencing decisions and here
was credited .with helping to start the Hébert Subcommit-
tee investigation of retived officers who accepted jobs with

_defense contractors, That hearing, which simmered away.:

during the summer months, touched on many aspects of
the m:htaw industry team appxmch but produced no real
evidence of misconduct..

But th
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Committee staff—a staff called Communist by Mr. For-
restal—long before he sHed the headlines with Whittaker
Chambers.

In the entire sixty-fouf
evaluation of the threat
encmy. Such documen
great broken secret of
ignored. Russia’s role, i

pages of The Nation there is no
1 the capabilities of the potential
tion as the Gaither Report, the
e Eisenhower Administration, is
the Cook article, has been that o
nly when “a menace had to be
created.” )

+ Cook says the issue | a threat that civilian control of
the military is menaced@@ by the military-industry complex
as defined by Mr. Eiscnower. He -calls this control a “tra-

-~ dition” instead of the cofstitutional provision that it always

has been.. At the outset, jhe associates the complex with the
John Birch Society andfjust as deftly with all opposition
to social progress. Deffnse industry, he charges, is de-
termined to see the taxghyer buy guns, not education; it is
for the Warfare State, ot the Welfare State.

There is no desire hfre to dignify the Cook thesis by
detailed review and refgtation. His quotations consistently

are taken out of contex] and just as consistently distorted |

in interpretation. He ldhns heavily on such authoritative
publications as the Corressional Quarterly but is highly

ing the Hébert
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Yluxury with: which some of them surround TRemseIves, . e |

i ’ . [ . P
JHOKE NORRFS ‘ . Rev. Mr. Hargis, he of the Christian Crusade, is paid $500

4 a week, lives in a $44,000 home bought for him by his organ-
ization, uses $200 of its funds a week for maid scrvice in the
“parsonage,” rides in a $7,500 car bought by the Crusaders

R k ) . | e e RSP
;’1' ‘ ( rlll'lc - Y4and travels in a Greyhound bus that they reconditioned for
C S . Wl %o T him at a cost of $50,000 (steel kitchen, refrigerator, radio

:{ broadcasting Tacilitics and sleeping accommodations for five).
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‘| One would only observe that Paul Revere furnished his own

. Atlarge [

“I7 There may also be an clement of indulgent humor found in'%
“Lthe add blending of childishness and mental derangement:that
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—_WHERE RIGHT GOES WRONG

“marks the far right and its fellow travelers. What the “Danger ..

on the Right" authors say about the young students among

the extreme conservatives might be said about their elders as °
i1 . o,

T i works programs, the Supreme Court, the NAACP, the CIA, | from.” They. would solve all problems with ‘a single $imple

" lelose and long at 11 dwellers in the intellectual slums of the il jillstones of which they must be free.”

5 “There are (hous:\nus,"pc'rna yrre—of= Al - . - yaudg rightists -.‘
| country of ours who would if they could (and they're tring) eheva-tii-thars-is-such-athing asabsolute good and absoluie |
L save you from commumism, socialism, Democrats, Repub-{truth---and being of tender years, they believe: that they have .

! Jicans, liberals, intcgration, income taxes, labor unions; piiblie'§ the key to these absolules and the answers that flow there* |

%t,he Ciirl Scouts, the YWCA, the YMCA, Pwight D-"‘?‘S‘m' { solution (invade Cuba). They are not prepared for a life that :
hower, Richard M. Nixon, Lyndon B...“Johnson,'public se¢hools,  may perforce be lived put In a dim zone bewwson victory and
| Communily - Chests, - old-age- pensions, the United Nationd, # defeat. They yearn to know once'fiore a nation that:can
- !thc armed forceg, police ;lcpartmentszt._the P(?,Sﬁ,\“ ;lYStC}'SAah@,; simply send the Marines to Nicaragua, and let it go at.that. /i
I Atomic Energy Commission, immigration and the LuoLl ion’ll e, S
igan your drinking water, .. Lol RS S Until You Stop And ThmkrAbouf "
| As disparate ‘s that list is, all of its elements sharg in k. gy THE reader’s laughter cannot be sustained. He must '
| common the enmity of the extremely conservative and r,adxcal}l. let the weight of the movement sink in: Read the list of con-"'
I right that at one time or another has assaulted all of them. . yrihutors among wealthy individuals and large corporations
These American rightists, then, ‘would .if they could. (and | that obviously agree with the rightists, and consider the pos- .
| they're trying) destroy the America that we know and that, | iihle impact of the movement upon our future. o
{1 assume, all of us_cherish. And they’re couducting their §  Most of its members scem pleased by the Republican noni-
| assaults. while shouting pro-American. slogans. It makes & il jnation of Sen. Barry Goldwater for the Presidency. It was a |
| eurious slory. CUEL e e “N victorv for them, whatever the disclaimers entered by non- |
'~ ‘The story has often been told in various books about the  1ight Republicans. The rightists have secn their members and
yight wing. A new and vigorous study of the subject appeared || ¢ ;nnorters elected to Congress and to other high offices. "They
_the other day-—"Danger on the Right,” by Arnold Forster { are raising up a young generation, undergraduate and post- ¢
,and Berjamin R, Epstein, with a foreword. by Dore S(;ht'try. | graduate, that is articulate, inteliigent, cralty, and dedicated, !
rnational chairman of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nia il 5pdl that will be with us for a long time to come. The rightists
“Brith (Random House, $4.95 hardback, '§2.95, papérback). i will continue to be a problem for moderate Republicans; and
Epstein is the league’s national director and Forster -is 1(.1’?_,‘ Tor such conscrvatives as Buckley who must, the authors write, -
; general counsel, and the book was written, says the report, “as{ cventually “coms to the day when they regard the Birchers, -

‘ parl of the ADL's total public serViCc program,'!. Thcy lOOk i( the Crusndera’ the Mclnth-cs. the Smoots and the Courtncys as ;

' radical right-—T.obert Welch of. the ?0_}“_1 Birch S°°i°fin: Dr.|" But, the authors add, the ‘rightists are also the nation’s 5‘!
 Frederick C. Schwarz, the Rev. Billy James Hargis, Dr.} problem: “It cannot afford confusion ‘on the right, and if the |
+ George Benson, the Rev. Carl McIntire, Dean'Clarence Man- i\ contusion persists, the public will in the end reject the Con- i
“mion, Dan Smoct, Edgar Bundy, Kent agd Phocbs Courtney ‘i servative along with the radical. Our’ democracy, necds a i
i and Willis Stonc-—and at such extreme conservatives as Adm.") conservative faction, Without it, we will be the 'p('m-rcr but &
i Ben Morrell and William F. Buckley, \yitt_x”b;icfer treatment Fve will survive” R RPN L §
‘of lesser personiages and organizations, i e T ‘. Forster and Epstein believe that the intended victims of the |
g . S el dradical right -will ‘also survive—our military-foreign policy, .
vDanger rias Iis F unny Side e v Ui L the Supreme, Couit, the income tax, Social Sezurity,g’rv%; the .
" PHE READI R who has kept his political and intelicctual “ war on poverty, the cause of civil rights—because American
Lwits about hism may-be «mused by part of “Dangeron the ;l'decisions_haVe-always been made “at, or near, the vital e&nter
il{igh(." o B RV . |, =~=gometimes a little to the lefi, sometimes a little to the Tright. ‘
L Certuinly, in-the ait” a1 “wingled dedication and doom_that {| For that is where the voices of reason and moderation are .’
!the crusaders of ihe right manage to engender, a rcader may (| heard.'l 11 i 4 it Ol PR B M{
! chuck]e” over the “vast sums_of -money'they collect and _Jtﬂl_i_g_:[f " S e
v - B YNV, - DO O IINO » A . s
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